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During  1941  the  number  of  milk  cows  increased  more  than 
3  percent  and  enough  heifers  are  being  raised  to  permit  similar 
increases  this  year  and  next  year  if  cows  are  culled  out  at  the 
usual  rate.    recently^  however^  the  rate  of  culling  has  increased 
due  to  the  more  favorable  prices  of  hogs,  beef  cattle  and  other 
farm  products  which  compete  with  dairying  in  general  farming 

AREAS.      In  the  NORTH  ATLANTIC   STATES  AND  PROBABLY   IN   SOME  AREAS 

elsewhere  labor  conditions  on  the  farms  are  also  tending  to 
restrict  expansion  of  dairy  herds.    in  the  specialized  dairy 
manufacturing  areas  in  the  north  central  states,  on  the  pacific 
Coast  and  in  some  favored  sections  of  the  South  the  rapid  ex- 
pansion OF  dairy  herds  is  expected  to  continue  for  the  present. 
In  the  country  as  a  whole  the  increases  this  year  and  next  now 

seem  likely  to  be  2  to  3  PERCENT.     DETAILS  BY   GROUPS  OF  STATES 
ARE  SHOWN  ON  PAGE  8. 


Milk  production  through  March  continued  at  about  the  same  relative  level  as 
in  recent  months — about  4  percent  above  production  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.    The  increase  in  production  results  from  3  percent  more  cows  and  1  per- 
cent more  milk  per  cow.    Mild  weather  in  March  helped  to  maintain  high  production 
in  the  principal  northern  dairy  States,     Cool  v/eather  and  retarded  pastures 
partially  explain  the  lower  tendencies  in  the  1/est  and  Southwest. 

laily  milk  production  per  cow  as  reported  by  crop  correspondents  on  both 
March  1  and  April  1  was  about  1  pound  above  the  5-year  average  for  the  date  and  on 
each  date  the  quantity  of  grain  fed  by  dairymen  v;as  about  .9  xDOund  per  cow  above 
the  average.    Axoparently  production  per  cow  has  been  increased  to  a  point  where 
additional  production  can  be  secured  only  at  high  feed  cost  per  unit. 

Milk  production  may  continue  heavy  for  some  time  if  feed  supplies  continue 
abundant  and  if  prices  of  dairy  products  are  high  enough  to  cause  farmers  to  con- 
tinue to  feed  liberally  and  to  increase  their  herds.    On  the  other  hand,  milk  pro- 
duction would  be  affected  rather  quicld.y  if  farmers  begin  to  divert  feed  or  effort 
to  other  livestock.    Present  farm  supplies  of  feed  grain  per  unit  of  livestock  are 
large,  about  equal  to  the  average  at  this  season  during  the  last  four  years  but 
larger  than  in  April  of  other  years  since  perhaps  1921.    Prospects  for  pastures 
and  for  feed  production  are  outstandingly  favorable.    Prospects  for  prices  more 
favorable  for  dairymen  than  for  producers  of  livestock  and  poultry  are  very  un- 
certain because  price  policies  and  war-time  needs  are  not  yet  determined.  The 
recent  increase  in  the  price  of  butter  raises  the  average  of  dairy  products  some- 
what, but,  judging  from  recent  changes  in  market  prices,  butterfat  is  still  cheaper 
in  comparison  with  hogs  than  in  any  April  since  1918.    Tarmers,  judging  relative 
needs  by  prices,  are  increasing  hogs.     In  part  of  the  Corn  Belt  hogs  compete  x^ith 
covrs.    The  number  of  cows  marketed  appears  to  have  increased.    The  records  do  not 
show  hov;  many  of  the  cows  being  marketed  are  milk  cows  or  of  dairy  breeding  but  in 
February  the  total  of  all  cows  and  heifers  slaughtered  under  Federal  Inspection  was 
the  largest  for  the  month  on  record. 

The  total  production  of  manufactured  dairy  proa,ucts  in  1-Iarch  was  about  6  pe 
cent  above  production  in  the  same  month  last  year  — the  53  percent  increase  in 
cheese  and  a  large  increase  in  evaporated  milk  \^ere  partially  offset  by  an  8  perce 
decrease  in  creamery  butter.    Production  of  the  various  dairy  products  is  gradually 
becoming  more  closely  adjusted  to  war  demand  conditions.    With  the  production  of 
American  cheese  and  evaporated  milk  nearly  twice  as  great  as  the  5-year  (1936-40) 
average  for  the  same  months,  the  increases  in  production  are  being  closely  balance 
by  Government  purchases.    Recently  Government  purchases  of  dry  skim  milk  have  been 
increasing  rapidly. 

Stocks  of  dair^/  products  exceed  usual  holdings  at  this  time  of  year,  but, 
except  for  about  a  week's  supply  of  butter,  the  excess  of  supplies  is  chiefly  in 
Government  hands. 

Prices  of  dairy  products  in  mid-April  reflect  the  recent  increase  in  the 
Government's  buying  price  of  butter  and  the  less -than -usual  seasonal  declines  in 
the  prices  of  most  other  dairy  products.    With  the  more  urgent  war-time  needs  bein 
supplied,  prices  of  the  various  dairy  products  have  shifted  further  towards  their 
usual  relation  to  each  other.    Prices  of  cheese,  evaporated  milk,  and  dry  skim  milk 
are  still  high  compared  with  butter  and  market  milk  and  may  continue  high  for  some 
time  although  it  is  in  the  areas  producing  these  products  that  the  most  rapid 
,  ^^'^  i-^miber  of  cows  is  expected  to  take  place.    The  price  of  market  milk 

vnich  declmea  less  during  the  depression  than  did  the  prices  of  most  dairy  prod- 
ucts, has  recently  risen  less. 
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DAIRY  STATISTICS:  GRAPHIC  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES 
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Dairy  Production 


mim  STATES  DEPABTi/IENT  OF  AGBlCULTUEE 
BUHEAU  OF  AGBICULTUEAL  ECONOMICS 

SmJim  OF  DAIHT  STATISTICS  FOH  THE  UNITED  STATES 
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,week  ending 
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(Creamery  butter  3c  21,  all  cheese  except 
skim  X  10,  canned  cond.&  evap,  milk  x  2,2) 
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American  cheese,  wholesale,  per  po\and. »,.. 
(Tvdns,  Plymouth,  Wisconsin) 

Milk,  fdiolesale,  per  100  pounds  ....dol, 

(All  purposes,  prices  received  by  farmers) 

Milk  for  city  distribution,  per  100  lbs,  dol. 
(Prices  paid  by  dealers,  3,5%  hasis) 

Milk,  retail  delivered,  per  quart.  ,  ct. 
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MILK  PRODUCTION  ON  FARMS 


Milk  production  in  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  March,  estimated  at 
9.6  "billion  pounds,  was  4  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  and  was  14  percent 
above  the  March  1936-40  average*    Increased  numbers  of  milk  cows  on  farms, together 
with  mild  weather  in  most  of  the  country  excepting  the  VJestern  and  several  Southern 
States,  and  heavier  than  usual  feeding  of  grain  and  concentrates  contributed  to  the 
higher  production  level*    The -March  production  per  capita  was  the  highest  for  the 
month  on  record,  the  national  average  being  2«32  pounds  per  day  compared  with  2.24 
pounds  a  year  ago  and  2»10  pounds  for.  the  March  1936-40  average. 


MONTHLY  MILK  PRODUCTION  ON  FARMS,  UNITED  STATES 
1936-40  Average,  1941,  and  1942 


Moi^thlx  lojLal 

:  Daily  2yfi.ragfi.  p.er  fi.ap.ii£L- 

Month 

:  Average  : 
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Million  pounds 

Pet. 

?ou^^? 

January 

7,549 

8,362 

8,726 

104 

1.876 

2.033 

2.104 

February 

7,245 

7,935 

8,288 

104 

1.964 

2.136 

2.211 

Maiich  .  _  .  

  8,462  _ 

 9^240.  _ 
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_  _2jl101_  _ 

_2^245_ 

_  2.317 

Jaii.z,Mari  in^li 

 ^23,256  _ 

-  25^537  
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-  104.3 

-.1jl581_  _ 

_2^138_ 

-  2.21i 

April 

9,004 

9,921 

2.308 

2.489 

May 

10,741 

11,711 

2.664 

2.842 

June 

11,203 

12,058 

2.869 

3.021 

July 

10,395 

11,250 

'  2.575 

2.725 

August 

9,284 

10,279 

2.298 

2.489 

September 

8,348 

9,340 

2.134 

2.310 

October 

8.042 

8,836 

1.987 

2.135 

November 

7,369 

8,200 

1.880 

2.046 

December 

7,585 

8jt.466 

1.872 

2.043 

Yearly  Total 

105,227 

115.498 

2.211 

2.377 

Milk  production  per  cow  in  herds  kept  by  crop  correspondents  on  April  1,  while 
only  slightly  greater  than  a  year  ago,  was  record  high  for  the  date  and  was  between 
10  and  11  percent  above  the  April  1,  1931-40  average.    In  the  North  Atlantic  and 
East  North  Central  groups  of  States,  previous  high  records  v;ere  exceeded,  while 
in  every  major  group  of  States  the  milk  flow  was  well  above  the  10-year  average 
for  April  1.    Production  per  cow  in  the  South  Central  States  was  about  3  percent 
above  average,  but  in  all  other  groups,  the  production  rate  was  9  or  more  percent 
above  average  for  the  date. 

Decreases  from  last  year  were  reported  in  the  V/est  North  Central  group  of 
States  and  in  the  V/est  where  pastures  were  retarded  by  cool  March  weather.  De- 
creased production  per  cow  in  these  groups,  however,  was  more  than  offset  by  the 
increased  production  reported  for  the  North  Atlantic,  South  Atlantic,  and  East 
North  Central  St?ites.    Relatively  mild  weather  and  generally  heavy  feeding  of 
grain  have  helped  to  maintain  high  production  in  these  areas.    Production  per  cow 
in  the  South  Central  group  of  States  was  not  much  changed  from  a  year  ago.  Pro- 
duction showed  more  than  the  usual  seasonal  upturn  in  the  iniportant  dairy  States 
of  Minnesota,  Illinois,  and  New  York* 

The  April  1  milk  production  per  cow  in  herds  kept  by  crop  correspondents  of 
the  Nation  averaged  14.96  pounds  this  year,  14.84  pounds  last  year,  and  13.54 
pounds  for  the  10-year  average  in  the  1931-40  period.    Of  the  cows  in  these  herds, 
69.9  percent  were  reported  in  production  on  April  1,  compared  v;ith  70.1  percent  a 
year  earlier  and  .69.0  percent  for  the  April  1,  1931-40  average. 
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PAS-TUBBB 

V/ith  moisture  supplies  ample  in  nea'rly' all  parts  of  the  countiy,  prospects 
for  early  dairy  pastures  this  spring  appear  to  "be  well  a'bove  average.    However,  coo 
weather*  ha.s  delayed  pasture  development  in 'the' Pacific  Coast  States    and  in  some  of 
the  Gulf,  States,  two:  areas  which  are  heavily  Wifeighted  in  determining  the  average  con 
dition  of  dairy  pastures  on  April  1.    Pafeture  condition  for  the  areas  where  milk 
cows  were  on  pasture  averaged  76  percent  6f  normal  on  April  1  compai'ed  with  78  per- 
cent a  year  earlier  and  72  percent  for  the  April  1,  1930^39  average* 

In  the  Southern  States, .  except  Texas,  pastiirfes  were  generally  off  to  a  bettei 
start  on  April  1  than  in  either  of  the  past  two' years,  despite  subnormal  March 
temperatures  along  much  of  the  Gulf  Coast.  Soils  are  generally  well  supplied  vdth  ; 
moisture  in  most  Of  this  area,  and  there  were  some  local  reports  of  excessive  rains 
flooding  lowland  pastures*  Since  the. first  of  J^vil  favorable  growing  weather  has  , 
speeded  the  growth  of  grazing  crops  in  much  of  this  territory  and  the  good  rains  \ 
in-  Texas  probably  went  far  tc  relieve  the  near-drought  conditions  there*  . 

In  the  Western  States  new  grass  has  developed  slowly  this  spring  because  of 
cool  weather  and  light  spring  rainfall*    In  Idaho,  Arizona,  Nevada,  Oregon,  and 
California  April -1  pasture  conditions  were  below  average  for  the  date,  and  much 
lower  than  at  the  same  time  last  year,  when  the  season  was  unusually  early.    In  the 
central  and  northern  Great  Plains  area  moisture  conditions  are  unusually  favorable 
for  grass  and  prospects -for  spring  pastures  are  excellent.    For  States  in  this 
area  the  April  1  pasture  condition  figures  ranged  from  5  to  21  points  higher  than  i 
at  this  time  last  year,  and  from  16  to  30  points  above  the  lO-year  average.. 

.Pastures  in  the  Horthern  States  east  of  the  Great  Plains,  although  yet 
furnishing  little  feed  for  livestock,  were  well  supplied  with  moisture  and  in 
excellent  condition  to  develop  with  the  advance  of  the  season*    April  1  condition 
figures  were  Average  or  above  in  nearly  all  of  these  States  and  in  the  Corn  Belt 
States  were  much  better  than  on  April  1  last  year. 

TOfflER  OF  MILK  COWS^^PROSFSCTIVE  CHAHGSS 

With  the  milk  cows  of  the  country  already  heing  pushed  for  heavier  pro- 
duction than  ever  before^  the  rate  of  increase  in  cows  tends  to  limit  the  increase 
in  milk. production  that  is  feasible* 

,  ",  The  increase  in  milk  cows  during  1941  was  a  little  more  than  3  percent* 
With  about  the  same  proportion  of  heifers  coming  ihto  production  and  comparable 
numbers  of  heifer  calves,  saved  in  1941,, it  has  been  assumed  that ^similar  increases 
in  milk  cows  might  be  expected  in  1942  and  1943*    The  rate  of  increase,  however, 
is  about  as  much  dependent  on  the  number  of  cows  culled  out  as  it  is  on  the  number 
of  heifers  that  become  cows*    As  explained  last  month,  the  rate  of  culling  is. 
affected  by  feed  supplies  and  by  many  other  factors  but  seems  to  depend  most  on 
how  the  returns  secured  from  dairying  compare  with  those  from  other  products  being 
raised  on  the  same  farms.    In  the  butterfat  producing  areas  of  the  V/estern  Corn 
Belt,  the  competition  of  hogs  seems  most  important.    Recently  there  have  been 
indications  that  heavier  culling  might  be  expected  and  some  'signs  that  it  had 
begun. 

To  aid  in  calculating  the  probable  changes  in  the  number  of  cows  some  of  the 
records  of  milk  cows,  additions  and  disappearances  are  shown  on  page  8  by  groups 
of  States.    If  the  number  of  heifers  added  to  the  herds  and  the  number  of  cows  los 
or  sold  for  slaughter  are  about  as  indicated,  the  increases  in  milk  cows  during  bot 
1942  and  1943  would  be  between  2  and  3  percent.    Conditions  are  changing  so  rapidly 
however,  that  forecasts  of  this  sort  may  need  frequent  revision* 
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ly    Averages  represent  the  reported  daily  milk  production  of  herds  keT)t  "by  reporters 


divided  "by  the  total  numter  of  milk  cows  (in  milk  or  dry)  in  these  herds,  Pig- 
gures  for  New  England  States  are  "based  on  conibined  returns  from  croTD  and  s-necial 
dairy  reporters.     Figures  for  other  States,  regions,  and  U, S.  are  "based  on  re- 
turns from  crop  reporters  only.    The  regional  averages  are  "basecl  in  Dart  on 
records  of  less  important  dairy  States  not  shovrn  se-oarately,  as  followsJ  North 
Atlantic,  Rhode  Island;  South  Atlantic*  Delaware  pnd  Florida;  South  Central, 
Louisiana;  V/estem,  New  Mexico,  Ariaona,  Utah  and  NeVada. 
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MILK  COV/S.  HEIFSHS  ADD3B  Al^ID  MILK  COV/S  .DISAPPEAHIKa,  BY  GROUPS  OF  STATES 
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a/  Number  of  "cows  and  heifets  2  years  or  older,  kept  for  milkT" 

1  year  ©Id  and  under  2,  kept  for  milk  cows,  on  farms  January  1."  Also 
heifer  cdlves  under  1  year  kept  for  milk. cows,  on  farms  Jantiary  1,"  these  latter 
being  calves  saved  for  milk  cows  in  the  preceding  year  and  mostly  on  hand  as 
heifers  1-2  in  the  following  year. 

c/  "Disa^.pearnnce"  as  indicated  by  milk  cows  on  farms  January  1  plus  heifers  that 
Became  2  years  old  during  the  year  minus  milk  cows  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year.    As  thus  computed  it  differs  from  total  of  culling  and  death  losses  where 
cows  are  sold  for  production  or  where  dairymen  purchase  replacements. 

parentheses  are  merely  rough  approximations  of  prospective  numbers  if 
conditions  average  somewhat  less  favorable  for  dairying  than  in  1941  and  somewhat, 
more  favorable  than  in  April  1942.  ' 


